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Course ID & Section: SLGY 3331-001

Instructor Name: Bruce Ravelli Instructor Signature: W/
3 /l B 7

Semester: 200604 Chairperson Signature: y[w b
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Your expectations are very clear right from the beginning of the semester. ”I‘T;is class is very
difficult, but I do not think it is unreasonably so. I took this class in order to better prepare me for
classes m my third and fourth years of school. You clearly explain theory in ways that make me
understand. Your teaching style is also un-biased, which is appreciated. For example, you teach
structural functionalism just as passionately as conflict theory. I loved your class and wish I could
take it again. You should teach 3™ & 4" year theory — have you thought about it! @ Also, your
availability was very much appreciated throughout the semester. Thank you!

This course is extremly difficult in what is expected from a student jumping from a 200 level course
to a 300 level course. Although, the assignments were difficult T feel that I’m a more conscious and
well developed writer for this class. I’'m relieved that I learned how to do a term paper in such a
setting, that my work and ideas do matter and that I could get help and feedback if need be. Bruce is
a great teacher and his lectures are capitivating which really complaments his hard assignments
because you are inspired to do good work.

[ think that Bruce is an excellent instructor. The material he provides is organized and is explained
in such a way that I am able to understand. [ have found the term paper for this course to be
difficult; however, Bruce’s office hours and availability has made if easier for me to talk to him
about my concerns. His feed back has also helped me to understand what is expected of me.

Bruce is one of the best proffessors I’ve seen in a long time. I wish more proffessors saw the way he
taught and used him as an example. The class itself is challenging & at times I felt there wasn’t
enough time for me to give the quality of work I would have liked. But it has been one of my
favorite classes, and T have recommended it to others, I’ve told others it’s a work entitled class, but
its all worth it. Thanks

Bruce, Although the material is challenging as well as the workload for the course, I’ve never felt as
motivated to succeed. I think the take home exams are a brilliant idea because it gives students a
chance to more accurately piece together their answers. If anything, having a clear picture of what is
expected from the term paper would be appreciated. I wasn’t unclear on the marking or expectation
from the term paper but, slightly more direction on content would have been helpful. Any mark that
I'received in this class felt like a true accomplishment, thank you.

The teacher is very knowledgable. Learning about theory from him has helped me immensely
improve my knowledge of the matter. He really made this course enjoyable and I believe the
assignments given in the class has helped me a lot as a student. I would definitely recommend him
as a teacher for other students. He is by far the best teacher I’ve had during my three semesters in
Mt. Royal.

Ihonestly don’t know why people would drop this course. It is a lot of work, but the way Bruce sets
his deadlines & explains assignments makes it a lot smoother. It must be as hard teaching a theory
class as it is learning one, and Bruce has done a great job. The assignments are spaced throughout
the year & they all help the final project, which is nice since you know each assignment is actually
important! Bruce is almost always available, whether it’s through office hours, email or anythin g~
its very helpful as a student, to have a prof care that much about his students success. Bruce makes
theory class interesting & I can honestly say I really enjoy this class. I would recommend him to
everyone & definetly can’t wait for another Ravelli class.

Even though this course has a lot of written assignments each one was like a building block to the
next and that helped quite abit for each assignment.

I feel Bruce is a great instructor. He has spent so much time helping me one on one. His
expectations are high, but his availability to help us is higher. None of my other profs allow the first
part of class just to talk about how everyone is coming along with their assignments, and any
questions we might have. His assignments are big but there is a lot of time in between them in order
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to get them completed. I thought this class was going to bore me, but its one of my favorite
classes.....Classical theory who would of thought? The material could be very dry but Bruce jazzes
1t up by applyng it to our lives and making us laugh. All in all a good class with a great prof.

This course is the toughest and most rewarding course | have taken. I've re-learned how to write
term papers, been taught to look at things more critically and have been taught about how classical
soctolgical theory can explain almost anything. I would strongly reccomend this course only to
diligent students who are willing to put forth the effort needed to succeed in it.

I really have enjoyed the course. It is a lot of work, but I do think you are fair and consistent. One
thing you could possibly do in the future is stress how beneficial the office hour are on top of basic
lecture.

The article analysis was a very good idea to help us get started on research for the term paper. The
peer review | am not so sure about, but I'm not sure of a better way to help us with an understanding
of what is wrong, or what we need to work on for the term paper. All in all, I think Bruce is an
excellent instructor. Bruce may demand alot from his students, but that pushes us to demand more
from ourselves. Bruce is one of the few teachers that I could listen to lecture for more than 50
minutes.

This has definitely been a more challenging course but with the availability of help from Bruce it has
also been an extremely beneficial course. This course has made me a more active and critical
learner. The assignments given helped my leaming skills (writing, communicating) and were graded
fairly by the explained criteria’s provide by Bruce. The peer review was the most beneficial
assignment because it made me a more critical evaluator of my own work. This has been one of the
most benefical courses to my education. The skills and techniques T have developed I strongly feel
will aid my future education.

Bruce, Although confusing and overwhelming, your lectures were inspiring, intelligent and open
minded for me. | was new to Sociological theory and I leaned they can be very challenging for the
mind; however, | have to say that T am glad I chose this class as it helped me to learn more about
myself & the society we all live in. Assignments: I found them difficult (especially regarding the
application 2 classical theory) but I think they were appropriate for this class level. Off ice Hours:
You're one of the few teachers that is focused on offering flexible hours for extra help to students.
This is extremely helpful & keeps students motivated to continue the good work. Thanks

The procedures & dates for the course assignments are complex. The verbal explanation was OK,
but very difficult for me to comprehend all at once. I would suggest using a time line format -
wlentifying when things are due & when things will be returned (if you know). The class may also
benefit from receiving documents {or making them available on line) early in the course for the
article summaries, peer review, & final paper. Although you explained this in class - visual
documents might more clearly identify the requirements of this course. For the final paper, I
personally feel it would have helped if I had been required to research specifically one social theory
(in article summaries) to help direct my focus toward what is expected.
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